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NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Already we are nearing the half term break and the new children are settling in really well. Our topic for this 
half term has been ‘Colour, Shape and Pattern’. The children have enjoyed visits from MAD academy, Phonic 
Stars, Musical Bumps and Mini Football and also baking biscuits and planting the winter bulbs and flowers.  
After half term we will be celebrating ‘Diwali’- Festival of Lights and Christmas and we will be supporting 
Children in Need. Our topic will be ‘Favourite Stories’. 

Harvest 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation towards the Harvest Festival celebrations in the church. The 
items were given to Local Charities and Foodbanks. The church and the recipients have asked me to thank you 
all for your generosity. (note attached) 

Safeguarding Our Children 

Please can parent/carers be more aware of the children’s safety while they are on pre-school premises. If you 
leave the pre-school and the doors have been locked can you ensure that you advise a member of staff so they 
can lock the door after you. Also can parents not use mobile phones on the premises, if you need to make a call 
then please do so outside. I always display a notice in the foyer highlighting this. 

I hope you will all appreciate and observe the pre-school’s safeguarding procedures, ensuring your children are 
kept safe at all times. THANK YOU.  

Photographs  

Colin, our usual photographer will be taking the children’s individual photographs on Wednesday 14 November. 
If your child is not normally in on Wednesday and you wish their photo to be taken, then please bring them in 
at 9.15. If you wish your photos to include siblings then please come in at 9.00. Children who normally attend on 
Wednesdays should be brought to the hall as normal and we will take them to room 4 for the photos. I can 
guarantee that you won’t be disappointed as Colin takes beautiful photographs and they will be ready for 
Christmas-ideal as presents.  

Primary School Applications   

If your child was born between 1.9.14 & 31.8.15 you should be considering your Primary School choices for 
September 2019. Many schools have already started their open mornings for prospective parents, some of 
these dates are listed in the foyer. There is a step by step guide to admission procedures on the Croydon 
Council website. If your choice of school is not listed, please contact them direct for this information. The 
deadline for applications is Midnight on Tuesday 15 January 2019. The admissions department only accepts 
online applications (www.eadmissions.org.uk) so if this is a problem please contact the office direct. 
Confirmation of the outcome will be available online during the evening of Tuesday 16 April 2019. You can find 
further information on the London Bor of Croydon website– www.croydon.gov.uk/education/schools-new/school. 

Halloween Party 

On Wednesday 31 October we would love the children to dress up in their Halloween costumes (this is optional) 
as we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games. 

Term Dates 

The up to date term dates list to July 2019 is attached.  
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Clothes/Coats/Bags etc  

Children are still wearing clothing (mainly coats) that isn’t named, this makes it really difficult for us as we 
have to work out who the clothing belongs to! Therefore, please can you name your child’s clothes and bags!!  
Also please can you ensure that your children wear SENSIBLE FOOTWEAR and a WATERPROOF coat or warm 
jacket each day for when we go outside in the garden. All children are outside for 40 minutes each morning 
and when the weather is cold and wet the children need warmer clothes.  Please can you dress your children in 
clothes that are easy for them to manage when they need to go to the toilet. Quite often children (& STAFF) 
have difficulty in undoing belts, buckles, dungarees etc. and by the time we have mastered it the children have 
wet themselves.  Pull on trousers/leggings would be much appreciated.  Please only bring a bag if your child is 
still in nappies/pull ups and may need to be changed as the foyer is full of bags that are not needed! 

Child’s Details 

It is very important that you keep me informed of any changes to you or your child’s personal details. i.e. 
phone number, address and emergency contacts. I need to be able to contact you at all times, particularly in 
case of an emergency!! Also if your child develops an allergy or if an existing one no longer exists then please 
let me know. 

Reminder 
Please can you ensure that any money given to the pre-school (lunch club) is given in an envelope, clearly 
marked with what it is for. It is very time consuming for Rosemary to sort out loose notes/coins at the door 
and as it is very busy, it is difficult to remember who the money came from. Your co-operation would be most 
appreciated. 

If you require a receipt for fees paid then just return the invoice and I will sign and return it to you as the 
receipt.  

Asthma Inhalers 
If you child has been diagnosed with Asthma or has an inhaler, please ensure you advise us immediately and 
that you provide us with an inhaler to keep on the premises. Inhalers should not be left in your child’s bag in 
the foyer.  An asthma attack is life threatening and therefore it is very important we are aware that an 
inhaler is needed and that a consent form to administer it is completed.  

Coffee Morning-Topic of Discussion 

At last Fridays parent coffee morning I was available to discuss the school admissions process. Although only 
a few parents attended we had a worthwhile discussion. For future coffee mornings, (generally held monthly) 
if there is a topic of discussion you would find interesting or worthwhile please let me know. It could be 
focused on behaviour, speech and language, letters and sounds to name but a few. After half term I will 
highlight this on my whiteboard in the foyer so please add any suggestions there. 

Christmas Events 

I am sorry to be mentioning Christmas already but I know some parents work and may need to make 
appropriate arrangements. Our Christmas Nativity Concert will be held on Monday 10 December at 11.00 a.m. 
(Doors open at 10.15) All children will be taking part. If your child does not normally attend pre-school on 
Monday, please bring them in at 10.15 prompt, as we need to get them ready. All children who normally attend 
pre-school on Monday should be brought in at the normal time of 9.15 please. The concert will last 
approximately 30 minutes; therefore the morning will finish earlier than normal. There will be opportunities to 
take photo’s at the end.  

Due to the large amount of children currently attending pre-school, for safety reasons I need to restrict the 
amount of adults attending the concert to 3 per family please!!  

The children's Christmas party will be held on Wednesday 12 December (our last day of term). The party will 
finish at 12.45 which is a bit later than usual. The children can come in fancy dress if they wish to. There will 
be an entertainer and party food will be provided. Father Christmas will visit at the end of the morning when 
there will be an opportunity to take photo’s. If your child does not normally attend on Wednesday then please 
bring them in at 11.00. All children who normally attend on Wednesday should be brought in as normal at 9.15.  
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Policies/Procedures/Continuous Improvement 
Available in the foyer (and now on my website) are the pre-school’s policies and procedures. These are 
regularly updated and are there for anyone to read (but not take away please) There may be queries you have 
regarding information, protocol or organisation within the pre-school so please have a look. There is also an 
improvement plan which is updated every half term which shows how we continually plan to improve our setting.   

Dates For Your Diary 

Break up for half term           Friday 19 October 

Return                                   Monday 29 October 

Halloween Celebrations                    Wednesday 31 October 

Children’s Individual photographs     Wednesday 14 November   

Christmas Nativity Concert          Monday 10 December 

Christmas Party/Break up            Wednesday 12 December 

Return after Christmas break            Tuesday January 8 

 

Finally 
Have an enjoyable half term break. 

 

Elaine 

Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


